[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
image6.jpeg
protection. They don’t have time for that. Their social obligations do not allow for that. It is only when
something breaks, when something crashes then only is there weeping and complaining.

Who knows how, who can properly define the dignity of a father and a mother? Who can
suitably write up, in entirety, the responsibilities of parents? For God has entrusted to parents a small
person with whose meaning and worth nothing on earth can compare. | see how Christ stands at the
crib of a new born child and kindly says to the father and mother: “Take this child and raise it for Me and
| will reward you.”

| can still hear His admonishing words: “Father, mother, whom are you judging? What kind of
child will this be? Will he be a joy to others? Will he be a credit to you? Or will he bring shame and
disgrace? Through his intelligence and virtue, will he become your pride and support or will he be your
worry and shame? It will be your sensible love and watchful concern that will determine your future and
that of your child.”

Yes, for a good child is an extension of the life of the parents. A bad child can become a nail in
the coffins of the mother and father. Parents must always remember that they are responsible for their
children, for their behavior, whether it is good or bad, before God and before people. Perhaps you don’t
believe me. Then listen to what we read in St. Luke’s gospel: “From everyone to whom much was given,
much will be demanded. To whomever more was given, more will be demanded of him.”

A child is a treasure which the Creator lends to the parents. They must watch and guard this
treasure conscientiously, so that the robber will not steal it; that is doesn’t develop rust, that the moth
would not harm it. Otherwise, woe to the father, to the mother and to the child.

World history confirms that certain nations punished criminal children, but, at the same time,
along with the children, they punished their parents. Even in incidents when children did not know how
to live in accord with one another, but constantly argued and fought, the Spartans severely punished the
parents of such children for not maintaining order and peace within their family circle. They did this
based on the general principle: “The parents will be responsible for everything of which their children
are guilty.” We read in the Bible that parents who raise their children in an exemplary manner: “will be
saved due to their birth of children.” On the other hand, St. Alphonsus teaches: “even if the father, or
the mother, who lead a pious life and pray constantly, but they do not make any efforts concerning their
children, they will not avoid punishment.”

Parents should love their children for they are bone of their bone, blood of their blood.
Furthermore, don’t even dumb animals love their young? Look at the cat, how watchful she is in
guarding her kittens. How delicately and cautiously she treats them. Can parents do less? Every parent
loves his child. But, perhaps you don’t read the daily papers. In the papers there are write-ups of so
much brutality and tormenting of children. Binding them with ropes, restraining them with chains, giving
them merciless beatings and even the last write up where a mother was burning her little son with
flames from the stove because her little three year old son had ruined her cigarettes.

Children must be loved with a sincere love that is both, sensible and just. Parents cannot
imagine the harm they cause when they show one child more love, more consideration and more
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concern than they show another. For one child they choose better, dainty foods and jump around him
like a squirrel around her nuts and for this child they always have sweet words. For the other child, they
give the food that the first child didn’t like, the second child gets what the first one doesn’t want and the
parents have words that are dry for the second child; belittling and careless words. Children notice this
very quickly and they become sullen and discouraged. Before long, their hearts become red hot with the
flames of jealousy and hatred which soon becomes the flames of revenge.

Someone who was an authority on such things once wrote: “For a beloved child, everything is
allowed; for such a one, according to the proverb: ‘He’s small as a finger, yet as angry as a slow worm.”
He gets angry over everything and throws himself at everyone, shouting and being totally lazy. Such a
spoiled darling, spoiled from his earliest years, not accustomed to any discipline, not kept within
reasonable boundaries, unaccustomed to work and to any self-denial when he becomes an adult, he
poisons the life of his parents during their old age. Meanwhile, those who were wronged, who were
forced to leave their home and parents, are leading honest, hard-working, sober and profitable lives.

There is also another type of parent whose love for their children is blind, deaf and dumb. For
this reason, such parents do not see anything of evil in their child, they refuse to listen to any complaints
against their child, in no way do they ever reprimand their child but they always find some sort of
excuse, some way to exonerate him and to justify his actions. Most often, they repeat this worn-out
explanation: “. . . but the child is still foolish.” Really, then why is he not only smart, but even too smart
concerning everything that is evil and wicked. How wise and to the point were the sayings of our
fathers: “Whatever the shell absorbs in its youth that is what it smells of in its old age.”

For some it would seem superfluous to remind parents what and how much they should do
concerning the material and bodily needs of a child. Most parents would say, “Mind your own business.”
And they are wrong. Sometimes, and this happens often, the spiritual matters are so closely connected
to material matters, that it is impossible to speak of the soul and not say a word referring to the body. It
often happens that due to the fault and neglect of parents, the children bear some impairment on their
body which sometimes ends in death.

| again quote from the book of a certain doctor: “The duties of parents, especially those of the
mother, begin with the moment of conception. They sin, and very seriously, especially those mothers
whose fault it is that the infant dies before it is born, or the baby is born prematurely, or is born
miserable and mutilated. This can be caused by violent movements, very heavy work, excessive anger or
excessive sadness, by a lack of self-control or by gluttony and drunkenness. But, men also sin is they are
the cause of the above; they become co-murderers of children. Even older people sin in this regard if
they allow the premature marriage of young people, for by that, they are also guilty if children are born
sickly.

Immediately, from the first moments after the birth of the child, there begins, in regard to the
little body of the child, concern over its proper nourishment. In the infant’s first year of life, the mother
has the obligation of feeding the child with her won breast milk, and if, without a very serious reason
she does not fulfill this obligation, she sins. Such a mother does not deserve the sublime title mother. In
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the New Testament we hear the woman cry out to the Lord. “Blessed is the womb that bore you and the
breasts that fed you.” Truly, very much depends on who feeds the child, as far as the body and soul are
concerned. But we speak of the good or the bad in a child. That it has sucked this in its mother’s mild.

A mother is free of the obligation of nursing her child only then when her health doesn’t permit
it or some other unusually serious obligations and it is only then that the infant can be fed in an artificial
way, by using a wet nurse. Wet nurses are unknown in the United States, therefore artificial feeding of
infants is widely used.

Is it necessary to remind parents that they have the duty of providing their child with the
necessary nourishment until the child becomes an adult? It would seem that this would not be
necessary. So it seems, but, in reality it is necessary. There are some fathers who drink away almost all
their pay. Some gamble away most of their earnings on horses, other games and especially at cards. Yet
at home, the children are crying from hunger and cold. Hunger is a poor adviser and pushes the children
into lying, cheating and stealing.

An expert advises parents: “A child should get his meals at regular set hours, and not when he
wants them; the child should get as much as it needs, but not too much, because sicknesses start from
that and from that children get worse. What is more, such children grow duli. Experts claim that
ordinarily the dullest children are those who over-eat. Children who eat less are far brighter. Parents, on
the basis of general rules, should not leave it up to children to choose what they want to eat and what
they don’t want to eat. Children should eat everything, although it stands to reason that they should not
be forced to eat something to which they have an overwhelming aversion.

When it comes to drinks, parents should remember that for everybody, but especially for
children, the healthiest drinks are milk and water. Children realize this and that is why they have a
natural tendency to often drink fresh milk and fresh water. There would be an exception if a doctor,
because of some sort of indisposition or sickness would prescribe for some time sweet wine with an egg,
or a few drops of liquor in tea.

Let parents remember to be economical at every step so that they would be able to properly
feed their children as far as quantity and quality of food that they provide. A sufficient diet prevents
children from getting sick. But, at the same time, parents should be aware of and forbid their children
everything that could impair the health of their body or mind. | will continue speaking on this topic next
week.
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February 13, 1949
I greet all of you my dear country men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

I try looking at the affairs of life soberly, peacefully and in a positive manner. Sad
occurrences normally do not depress me. Wicked incidents do not knock me off balance. Happy
incidents that are pleasant and agreeable do not arouse me. However, when I look at the endless
wringing of one’s hands, when I hear that national lament, that universal deploring, that general
complaining about the constantly growing crime rate, at the horrifying growth of crimes, at the
treatment of all the laws under the sun, then I am overcome by waves of indignation and anger. 1
ask myself if all of this complaining and condemning helps to stem the flood of these criminal
actions. A person who thinks it will is not only naive but stupid.

Not too long ago some clubs arranged and celebrated Crime Prevention Week. How much did
that help? Our citizen tax-payers are pulling the hair from their heads and are horrified thinking
that in our beloved United States we are throwing out six billion dollars for guardians of public
order who should see to it that laws are obeyed.

Leaders of society gather together for local, county, state and national conventions and
discuss methods and systems of lowering the number of people in the various prisons where the
average number of prisoners reaches the phenomenal number of 140,000 criminals, of whom more
than 60% consist of those considered incorrigible, those who are serving a sentence for the second,
third or fourth time. The average citizen thinks that he could prevent 39 deliberate murders, those
730 robberies, those 4,200 thefts and break-ins that occur every day in every corner of our country.
Maybe someone will become alarmed by the statistics of the federal bureau, the FBI which states
that a crime is committed every 43 minutes but, is anything being really done in order to improve
this lamentable state of affairs?

They write up resolutions that are very wise-sounding, they announce them in all the
newspapers and here they place a period. Why? because the American people love sensations and
sensational news and the gloomier they are, the more this news appeals to the average American,
regardless of his age and state. This is very sad, but true. Many say that an American cannot live
without his daily feeding upon news of sensational murders, robberies and other crimes against our
generally accepted morals. Such people read all such descriptions greedily and with great
satisfaction.

Before I discuss in detail the reasons and sources of crimes by under-age minors, allow me
to remind parents, all fathers and mothers, of certain basic truths that are most tightly included in
their parental duties.

I entitle my talk -
THE LOCKSMITH WAS GUILTY BUT THEY HANGED THE BLACKSMITH

Many of you will say that this is a comic title. You'll shake your head and change the radio
station, looking for a comic program or some gangster program. But, wait a while. Maybe you will
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hear something interesting. I am reading a letter and translating from the English: “Father,
understand why I am going to Father Justin with this family matter. I must complain to someone in
order to relieve my heart. Our family consists of five children, two boys and three girls. One of my
brothers is eighteen years old the other is seventeen years old. I, who am sixteen come next, my one
sister is fourteen and my youngest sister is ten. My oldest brother has a steady job. My second
brother goes to school in the mornings and works afternoons in a drug store. We three girls go to
school.

What hurts us is the manner in which our parents treat us girls. Both of my brothers have
automobiles. My oldest brother, whenever he feels like it, goes to work. When he doesn'’t feel like it
he stays in bed. Sometimes he complains of overwork, other times of being indisposed. Sometimes
he has a head ache, then it’s his teeth that hurt and another time his stomach bothers him. My other
brother imitates his older brother. As he is leaving for school, he is already excusing himself from
work. If he does go to work, then he skips going to school. My oldest brother, eats supper, changes
his clothes and drives off. He returns home around midnight or later. When he returns he sits down
for a lunch and slams the doors of cupboards and the refrigerator and rattles dishes.

The younger brother, if he works until nine, goes to a bowling ailey in order to unwind. He
comes home about eleven o’clock. They both buy themselves whatever pleases them. Both have
hunting and fishing outfits and equipment that is very expensive.

As for our parents, not only do they not deny them anything and never call their attention to
anything, but they praise them for not being a hindrance at home. Mother buys special meat for
them. We have to eat stew while they gorge themselves on steaks. Our mother serves us hot dogs
while she serves them veal cutlets.

They go to church on Sunday only if they want to go. If they don’t want to go, they sleep
until noon. Our father looks at us girls as though he had an aversion to us. Sometimes he doesn’t
speak to us for days. As for our mother, she constantly yells at us and we can never satisfy her.
Several times she had said that it was a pity that we were born, because there are less problems in
raising boys rather than girls. Such remarks hurt us.

Our mother goes to visit her friends several times a week while our father goes to the club
or to the tavern. We are at home all evening every day. I don’t know how long I can endure this and
what [ will do late r. I will be forced to leave home and to go among strangers to find happiness
because there is none at our house and there won't be any.

Can we respect such parents? Animals care more for their young than such parents care for
their children. We didn’t ask to be born and it is not our fault that we were born. Then why is it that
our parents are not only not raising us and not loving us, but they despise and persecute us? Is it no
wonder that in such circumstances, children look for entertainment beyond the home, hang out and
roam the streets and alleys, do damage and learn to do evil? If parents cared more about their
children, if they watched them better and treated them reasonably and more justly, the situation
would improve. If children are falling into evil ways, many times it is the fault of the parents and not
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of the children. All parents demand their children to obey and honor them when they themselves
are neither exemplary fathers nor mothers.

Father Justin, please talk about the duties of parents. For this we will be grateful to you and
sincerely thank you.”

Instead of taking apart sentence by sentence of this letter, I will explain the obligations of
parents in general. [ don’t know whether my first, basic and most important question in this matter
would be the following - “when does one actually begin to educate a child?” In order that parents
would not judge me of some sort of modernistic teaching, I refer to the statements of Doctor
Kaminski. Listen to what he writes concerning this matter: “Not too long ago, one of the famous
foreign writers was questioned by one of his admirers, the mother of a two year old child as to
when she should start to educate her child. The answer was rather interesting and one that make
you think. ‘I'm very sorry,” answered the addressee, ‘that I can’t give you an answer, but you are
already two years late in asking this question.’ But in this given statement, there is still a certain
inaccuracy. You should have sought this advice not two years ago, but three years earlier. The
education of a new child must begin, not from the moment the child is born but, from the first
moment of life, that is from the moment of conception. How often this is forgotten.”

Let’s just look at the mothers and all of their efforts to prepare everything - the cradle,
diapers, pillow, ribbons, little caps and little dresses. All of this is done and all of this is
remembered. She even dreams of the great achievements of this child in the far off future when he
or she is an adult. There is only one thing that is last. One thing and this one thing is actually the
most important. It also is a very deciding factor.

A person is a being composed of body and an intelligent soul. When a new organism is
developing and begins to live its own life although for a long time yet it will draw nourishment from
the mother’s blood while the merciful God pours into this tiny beginning organism an immortal
soul. At the same time the physical as well as the spiritual side of the new person resembles the
parents in many respects; their external features, their appearance, the expression of their eyes, the
shape of their face as well as their internal characteristics, their psychical, their disposition, their
likes and abilities.

Both, the father and the mother of the child must nurse and bring to life in themselves those
ideals with which they want their child to be endowed. The right of inheritance is the unchanging
law of nature. Parents will give to their children that which they themselves possess in their souls,
which they had assimilated and became a part of their soul.

Therefore, work on themselves, the development of their own characters, the drawing out
from the depths of their own souls everything that is good and beautiful. That is the first part and
not the least of that work to which parents are obliged in raising their children.

What good and valuable lesson for his whole life can a father who is a drunk give to his
child; or a father who is sick with a venereal disease? Or a father who doesn’t know the meaning of
strength of will, character, or the work needed to conquer his own passions? From the father, all of
nature demands only one thing that when a new person is to be conceived and God is to create a
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new soul, the father of that child must be sober, healthy, strong, serene, religious, self-controlled
and gentle, that he be a good person. Then, that child will also be good and will be a beautiful soul.
The oversight of these duties causes complaints many years later. “I have such a no-good son, or
such a wicked daughter.” The breaking of the laws of nature must always be punished. Fathers,
think carefully about this.

How nicely we speak of a young mother, saying that she is in a blessed state. What a
beautiful thing it is to feed a new person with one’s own food. What a beautiful role one has to raise
a child, this property of God Himself. It is for this reason that we love our mothers so much,
bestowing honor and respect on them. It is a blessed state. A miraculous time of feeding but what
kind of good does the mother give to the child? With what will she feed that child during those long
months? The child’s body will receive its food, but what will the child’s soul receive?

In this respect, the role of a mother is unbelievably great. She gives direction to the entire
future life of that child. Every angry word, every spiteful action, every loss of temper, every glass of
whiskey or smoke from her cigarette, every one of her sincere reactions, whether to love or to hate,
all of this slowly sinks into the ego of the child. Therefore, if you see an incapable child who has no
will to life, a grumbling child, a child who has no interest or ambition even in playing, a child with a
blank expression in its eyes, in other words, an unhappy child, then think of how empty was the
soul, how shallow was the mind and how cold was the heart of the mother of this unfortunate child.

On the other hand, if you see a child bubbling with laughter, alive, curious, intelligent, a
child that is pious and courteous, a child who is modest and obedient, then think how beautiful was
the soul, how pious and hard-working must be the mother of such a child. God demands sacrifice
from every mother. Whichever mother perseveres in that self-denial, will be rewarded already here
on earth. She will be a happy mother and she will have a happy and successful child.

St. Augustine called out to parents: “Just as it is our duty to instruct you in church, so too,
you have the authority to carry out in your homes in such a way so that you could give a good
account for those who are under your care.” Meanwhile, unfortunately, we have especially now in
our present times, a great number of parents who know everything, are interested in everything,
become involved in everything, but they know nothing about the art of raising a child. In reality,
they care little or nothing about raising children. We can call such, in all justice, parents of flesh and
blood, but not parents by soul and vocation.

| must admit that there are many organizations, societies and groups that bear the title of care
for children. All of these organizations, with some exceptions, are made up of people who look at the
child as an animal, overlooking the spiritual side. Old maids who are raising dogs and cats debate this
modern education. Earned psychologists take a child apart, not as an individual with a soul, but as a
small ape and they pour out countless points of advice that are senseless and illogical. Then so-called
experts in the matters of education, people who are most often divorced, both male and female, write
up principles and make up boisterous slogans for raising children. Everything, always against the
background of materialism, excluding the Creator and the laws of God. Let me say this openly — in all of
their conferences, their main theme is some sort of overpopulation of the earth; the excessive growth of
population; the limiting of births; the means of preventing conception; the killing of children in the
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mother’s womb; | am not apologizing to anyone that | am pulling out these skeletons into the light of
day and publicly, because | am not pulling them out of deep, cold graves, but out of the halls of
seemingly experts, from the studies of those of shallow learning, from brains that are full of gangrene
unless they have not become totally bestial. These people and these kinds of people are considered
authorities in the matters of modern upbringing.

Thus, fathers and mothers, inspired and dazzled by the glare of progress, listen with rapture to
such absurdities, such nonsense, such stupidity and such filth. What is even worse, they adapt
themselves to that. They raise their only child, at most maybe two children, without guarding the child’s
spiritual side. Later, when such materially spoiled and coddled children grow up in shame, such parents
put all the blame on the shoulders of everyone else. They blame the school, their relatives, their friends
and strangers. They put the blame on various circumstances, but they never blame themselves, that it is
they who are at least partially to blame for the misbehavior and delinquency of their child. There are
numerous examples of this. Here is a literal translation of an article which appeared in the American
papers:

“New York, December 2, 1948 — A pampered bobby soxer was arrested along with two under
age whipper snappers on Park Avenue where the elite Americans live. Yesterday, in the early hours of
the morning, the police arrested this three-some after their return from the girl’s home in the suburbs
where they had arranged for themselves a wild private party. The girl had stolen from her mother her
jewels, her rings, ear rings, necklaces and pearl brooches. The boys stole the father’s rifle. Incidentally,
the parents of this female thief are very wealthy.

The girl and her companions, one of whom is negro, drank two quarts of Scottish rum. After all
that drinking, they ransacked the drawers of the chests of drawers and chiffoniers in the mother’s
rooms and scooped up whatever fell into their hands. In the end, they used the mattress as a shield,
shooting through it several times.

This girl is barely sixteen years old. Her name is Barbara Kemp. She is the adopted daughter of
Harold Kemp, the vice-president of an advertising company and Mrs. Kemp, a former vaudeville singer.
The names of the older two — Carol Crawford, and a nineteen year old lover of Barbara and Carol is
Davis, a sixteen year old negro. They both are in jail because they do not have $2500 for bail. As for
Barbara, the judge placed her into the custody of her parents.

Mrs. Kemp made it known that she and her husband adopted Barbara when she was three years
old. She insists that Barbara is the victim of the boys’ threats. She did not know that Barbara drank
alcoholic drinks. “We did everything possible for her — everything that was within our power. We did not
begrudge her any money for her personal expenses and her closets were filled with clothes of the latest
fashions. She even belongs to our social set and is a member of our country club. She has attended the
best private schools; she attended New Forest School and Marymount College. | can’t explain why she
did this. | am convinced that she is innocent.”

This is the average type of modern parents. They give a child an education, limitless money,
modern or fashionable clothes but they don’t give an upbringing; they don’t give them a heart, no




